
Bid for Nordic Paragliding Open 2010 - Vågå

Organized by:
The Norwegian Hang- and Paraglider association (HP/
NLF), supported by Arne Kristian Boiesen.

Meet Director:
Roar Skuggedal.

Safety Director: 
Brit Sørum.

Location:
Norwegian Hang- and Paragliding centre in Vågå, Norway.

Date:
12th - 19th of June.

Maximum no. of pilots:
125. 

Fee:
NOK 1600 (approx. € 185).

Included:
Transport to and from takeoff, retrieval, prices, T-shirt, web-
access, lunch, program, and a map.

Take-off:
Main launch:
Vole(SE-W) - 15 minute drive from the national centre - alt. difference. 700 m. 
Salknappen (E-S) - 25 minute drive - alt. difference 1100 m. 
Alternative take off:
Juvasshøe (NW-NE) in the Bøverdalen valley - 1 hour 15 minute drive - alt. difference 
1200 m. All three take-offs have room for many pilots.

About the area:
In the heart of Norway, amid the breathtaking and famous mountain areas Jotunheimen 
and Rondane, lies the town Vågåmo. This town was in 1990 selected for the establishment 
of the Norwegian Hang and Paragliding Centre. Vågå has been a natural take-off for some 
of the longest XC-flights in Norway, and up to this date annually been a site for  hang 
glider and paraglider competitions. The 4th European paraglider championship was held 
here in 1996. At the national center you can accommodate at low prices, surf the internet, 
eat breakfast and make dinner, buy food and drinks, watch satellite TV or just relax with 
other pilots. The landing is just outside the door.



The flying area around the main take-off Vole and Salknappen consists of high but smooth 
mountains and plateaus(around 1000-1300 m asl). Valleys are mainly wide and open, with 
good landing possibilities both down in the valleys and in the mountains. 

Towards the east one flies into Rondane, with sharp peaks up to 2178 m. Towards 
southwest one meets Jotunheimen with peaks up to 2469 m. Southeastwards terrain 
slowly lowers towards Lillehammer, with more hilly-like landscape. Northwards one flies 
into high but fairly flat Dovrefjell, and northwestwards up the valley towards Bjorli and 
Romsdalen. Southwards lies the Valdresflya plateau.

Climate:
May and June is usually the driest period in the area. The days are long in this period, so 
possibilities for late tasks on days with too much wind in the middle of the day is good. 
Good days result in cloud base up to and above 3000 m, sometimes up to 4000 m. The 
area around Vågå is statistically the driest area in Norway, due to high mountains to the 
west. 

The alternative location Bøverdalen gives possibilities for flying even on strong northerly 
winds in Vågå, due to special micro-climatic conditions.

Flying restrictions:
No flying restrictions up to 4100 m asl. within an approx. 60 km radius around Vågå - 
outside this radius the limit is 2890 m or 3500 m. 

Transport:
We plan to use 1-2 large buses and 2-3 minibuses to transport all pilots to and from the 
site for the day and retrieval. 

Safety:
Organizers have a good relationship with Norwegian Air Ambulance at Dombås(30 km 
from Vole). Task and route will be informed every day to decrease delay. Response time is 
approximately 15 minutes. Norwegian Red Cross will be available at take-off or landing 
every day we set a task. 



Web and Scoring:
Lars Tore Strand and Dag Steinar Johnsen will be responsible for web and scoring. The 
site will be available through www.nordic-open.eu. There will be a web-solution for 
registration, and online track log delivery.

Accommodation:
Accommodation available at different price levels. Pilots can choose between:
• The National centre for Hang- and Paragliding, situated at the main landing field. Four 
large rooms with approx. 20 beds total. Additional beds can be created using mattresses. 
• Large Campground at the flying centre. Tent, caravan, or camper. 220VAC available. 
• One cottage at the main takeoff, sleeping 6 persons.
• Two campgrounds with cottages in different standards and price levels within 5 km from 
the flying centre.
• Hotel in the centre of Vågå, 4 km from the flying centre.

How to get to Vågå:
Vågå is located 2 h driving north-west of Lillehammer, 3 hour drive south from Trondheim 
and 3.5 hour drive from Oslo.
Public transport: By train from Oslo or Oslo airport to Otta, bus from Otta to Vågå. By bus 
from Oslo or Oslo Airport to Vågå.

Some alternative activities in the area:
• Rafting, wild water kayaking and other wild water 
activities in the famous Sjoa river. 
• Climbing & bouldering.
• Summer skiing, both cross country and slalom.
• Glacier walking and hiking, walks to the top of 

Galdhøpiggen, the highest mountain in Norway, 
2469 m. 

• Free hiking trips on non flying days offered by local 
pilots.

• Fishing.
• Bowling.
• The Olympic city Lillehammer (2 hour drive).
• Café and restaurants in Vågåmo.

About the organizer:

HP/NLF will have the overall responsibility for the competition. 

Arne Kristian Boiesen has been flying for 10 years and he has good local knowledge 
about flying in Vågå. He is an active XC-pilot that have won the national XC-league two 
times, flown over 200 km open distance in Norway, and had the former nordic records in 
both declared goal and out & return. He is currently board member of HP/NLF and a law 
student at the University of Oslo. He was meet director during Vågå PG Open 2009. 

Brit Sørum was co meet director under Vågå PG Open 2009. She was responsible for 
safety, sponsor and practical details. Her paragliding career started in 2004 in Stjørdal 
Hang-  & Paragliderclub. She works as a nurse at St. Olavs Hospital in Trondheim, and 
through this job she has good contact with medical expertise and the Norwegian Air 
Ambulance.

http://www.nordic-open.eu
http://www.nordic-open.eu


Roar Skuggedal started his paragliding career in 1987 as pilot and instructor, being 
among the first PG pilots in Norway. He has been a competition pilot (once 2nd place 
national), and is an active XC pilot. Roar has had several leading roles within HP/NLF, 
whereof president of HP/NLF, and safety / education responsible. Roar was both organizer 
and competition leader of the European Paraglider championship in 1996 in Vågå.

We are looking forward to organize this event coming summer. We plan to round off the 
competition with a dinner and a party in downtown Vågåmo after all the flying is over.

Best regards,

Knut Kåstad Nygard" " " " " Arne Kristian Boiesen
President HP/NLF" " " " " "


